
PEACE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Service of Worship to the Glory of God 

March 16, 2008 – Palm Sunday 
Our Mission Statement: 

We, having received the Good News of Jesus Christ, are a Christ 
centered family.  We demonstrate the faith, hope and love of Jesus 

Christ through evangelism of worship, Christian Education, 
fellowship, and special ministry. 

 
WELCOME , ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND PASSING THE 
PEACE OF CHRIST  
Pastor:  As Christ loves us let us show our love for one another by 
sharing His peace.  May the peace and blessing of Christ be with you 
always. 
PEOPLE: And also with you.  (Pass the peace)     
   
*PROCESSIONAL HYMN #173 “ All Glory, Laud, and Honor”    
  
CALL TO WORSHIP:   
Leader: This is a day of joyous welcome 

Yet joy is tempered by impending doom. 
People: We welcome Chr ist with waving branches. 

We wait with Chr ist through hours of agony. 
Leader: Our leader comes humbly, riding a donkey. 
 Blessed is the one who comes in God’s name 
People: Jesus r ides into the tumult of our  times. 

People still oppose the way of love. 
Leader: Yet love prevails in spite of opposition. 

Give thanks that God’s steadfast love endures forever. 
People: Open to us the gates of r ighteousness. 
 Let us enter  in the light God offers. 
  
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Leader: In the garden, Jesus directed the disciples to watch and pray.  
But they failed in their support.  Have we not also fallen asleep?  
How constant and persistent is our prayer life?  How eager are we to 
take the risks of trusting in Christ’s leading?  Will we betray rather 
than follow?  God is waiting to hear our plea for mercy. 

People: Holy God, we have blamed you when the hosannas die 
and the parade turns into a mob scene.  We heap our  doubts on 
you even though our  inaction adds power to those who shout, 
“ Crucify” .  We rebel against the r isks of discipleship.  Why raise 
our  voices against the evil we see?  One voice simply becomes one 
more victim.  O God we protest, but we know down deep that the 
victim of our  silence is the way of love, the way of life.  Forgive 
our  cowardice, and help us to stand with Chr ist in a wor ld that 
has forgotten humility and obedience to you.  O God, we want to 
be faithful.  Why does it cost so much? Amen 
    
PRAYER OF SILENT AND INDIVIDUAL CONFESSION 
Leader:  God does not forsake us.  In times of terror and suffering we 
are not alone.  In Christ, we are strengthened as we watch and pray.  
We receive courage to love in the face of ridicule and to act for truth 
amid the oppressive forces of deceit.  
People: Love is at the hear t of creation, br inging us to new 
beginnings, to resurrection life in all its fullness. 
  
*GLORIA PATRI #622 
  
A TIME WITH YOUNG DISCIPLES 
MINUTE FOR MISSION – One Great Hour of Shar ing 
  
SCRIPTURES:  
A reading from Isaiah 50: 4-9a   (p.681)  
A reading from Psalm 122  (responsive reading, see inser t) 
A reading from Philippians 2:5-11;  (p. 196) 
A reading from Matthew 21:1-11 (p. 23) 
L:  The Word of the Lord 
P:  Thanks be to God 
 
THE GOOD NEWS:  The Peace of God 
  
*HYMN: They Cast Their  Nets   (See Inser t) 
  
PASTORAL PRAYER and THE LORD’S PRAYER 
  



 
WE RECEIVE AND DEDICATE OUR OFFERINGS 
The Offer tory  
*The Doxology #625 
*  Prayer  of Dedication (in unison) 
God of creation and of abundance, Remind us, whose vision is 
obscured by the wor ld’s abundance, that all we have is from you. 
Empower us with your  word to be the hands that do the work of 
your  love.  Amen. 
  
*Hymn of Departure: #174 “ Hosanna, Loud Hosanna”   
    
*THE DISMISSAL 
Leader:  Lift high the branches that honor Jesus Christ. 

Lift high the cross that proclaims love’s sacrifice. 
People:  We will wave our  greeting with joyous praise. 
 We will r isk the commitment that led to a cross. 
Leader:  We are under oath before the living God. 
 May we have no reason to weep when the cock crows. 
People:  The promises we have made excite and challenge us. 
 We seek to be loyal and courageous in Chr ist’s service. 
Leader: God keeps covenant with us in all circumstances. 

The cup of blessing is extended to us every day. 
People: May our  flesh be strengthened to match our  willing  

spir its. 
 May love prevail in all our  dealings this week. 
  
*BENEDICTION 
*POSTLUDE 
*Please stand if you are comfor table doing so. 
Visiting this morning?  We are happy to have you 
as our guest.  Please sign our guest book located in 
the church entryway.  We invite you to join us in 
fellowship following the service. 
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